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HISTORY OF MEDICAL EDUCATION IN NEW ORLEANS
FROM ITS BIRTH TO THE CIVIL WAR
By A. E. FOSSIER, M.D.

NEW ORLEANS, LA,

Parr 1

Mepicar CoLLEGE oF Louisiana

LTHOUGH in the early pe-
riod of the nineteenth cen-
tury New Orleans was
rapldly mcreasmg in popula-

tion and growing in commercial im-
portance, and although it possessed
a great hospital with unlimited clinical
facilities, and prided itself on the
learning, culture and distinction of
a large number of its physicians, it
was not until the year 1834 that the
Medical College of Louisiana was
organized. Tlnq was the first medical
school in the Southwest.

During the summer of that year
a few English-speaking doctors of this
city, realizing the need for a school
of medicine in this section of the
Union, decided on its establishment.
The first mention of their mntention
was made in one of the dailies of the
time, the Bee of September 29, 1834,
which made the following editorial
comment:

We are highly gratified to notice the
establishment in this city of a medical
college. The gentlemen who fill the chairs
of professorship are men of skill and
experience, and we hope that we may
not be thought invidious, when we point
out to Messrs. Hunt, Ingalls and Luzen-
berg, with whom our acquaintance is
extended: The former two have been
officiating in a like capacity in smmilar
institutions, and the latter has estab-
lished a reputation of the highest degree
as a surgeon,

In the same issue of that journal
the prospectus of the Medical College

I

of Louisiana was published in the
French and English languages. It
read as follows:

MEDICAL COLLEGE OF LOUISIANA PROSPECTUS

Health is a primary and essential
source of human happiness. It increases
population; it cheers and sustains in-
dustry; it gives birth and vigor to enter-
prise; it confers the power and infuses
the spirit to prosecute study, and in
short, with the qualities that usually
attend it, it bestows on Society whatever
is connected with its highest interests,
and whatever is necessary to the enjoy-
ments of the comforts and refinements of
life.

Impressed in a good degree with the
truth, the great and good men of antiquity
were wont admiringly to style medicine
“a divine art,” and to hold its professors
in the highest estimation as public
benefactors. Nor has time detracted
from the consequence of the profession,
or diminished the honors justly due to
its skillful and scientific practice. Indeed
the mfluence of the science of medicine
is now universally felt and acknowledged
by the civilized nations of the earth,
and attention is paid everywhere under
public authority, in proportion to the
progress which each society has made
in civilization, to whatever 1s calculated
to promote and preserve the public
health. In this enlightened country partic-
ularly, we are happy and proud to say
that public anxiety has manifested itself
to a considerable extent for the diffusion
of medical knowledge and that liberal
appropriations have been made by several
of the State Legislatures for the establish-

[Compliments of the Matas Anniversary Fund and of the Orleans Parish Medical Society.]
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ment and support of Medical Schools
and Colleges.

But it cannot be denied that these
schools and colleges, however, creditable
to us considering their youth, are not
yet, in consequence of the rapid growth
of our population and wvast extent of
territory over which that population is
spread, sufficient to answer the growing
wants of the country, and accordingly
we every day find prospectuses issuing
in various directions, in the name of
honarable physicians ambitious to dis-
tinguish themselves in the public service
as teachers, inviting students of medicine
to attend lectures at designated places
considered as affording facilities and
opportunities for the acquisition of medi-
cal knowledge. Of these Prospectuses
this 1s avowedly one.

The undersigned practitioners in New
Orleans convinced of the want of scientific
medical knowledge in this State and in
several of the adjoining States, and of
the non-existence of schools necessary
for the diffusion of that knowledge,
and aware too that an acquaintance
with the peculiar diseases which prevail
in this part of the Union, cannot be made
in Cmeinnati and Philadelphia, but must
be obtained by the students at the bedside
of the patient, and anxious to advance
the cause of science; and to disseminate
rational principles so as to remove or
alleviate human sufferings and to put
an end to the murderous practice of
the empirical arts of selfish speculators
on the ignorance of vulgar credulity, and
thereby to increase the happiness and
prosperity of the country, have associated
themselves together as a Faculty for the
purpose of delivering Medical Lectures
in the city, under the name and style
of the Medical College of Louisiana.

The establishment of this school in
the City of New Orleans, it is sufliciently
obvious, must prove of the greatest
benefit to the States of the Southwest
generally. It will tend to excite profes-
sional emulation, to diffuse knowledge,
to expose ignorance, and to eradicate or

arrest under scientific treatment, the
diseases of which thousands are now
vietims.

Nor will its effects end here. By remov-
ing the danger of death and the apprehen-
sion of disease, 1t will cause population
to increase, agriculture to yield additional
profits, trade and commerce to flourish
and the arts and science to advance
rapidly among us. In short, its operation
will be to improve our national extra-
ordinary advantages, to remove the
obstacles in the path of our prosperity,
and under proper exertions put New
Orleans in a short time on an equal
footing in medical knowledge with New
York and Philadelphia.

In selecting New Orleans as a place
for the location of their school, the under-
signed have been governed by the follow-
ing among other reasons:

ist. Because it is the Jargest and
most populous town in the South-
west, and the most accessible to
Students.

and. Because its hospitals, which will
be opened to the undersigned
for the purpose of instruction, are
the largest in the Southern and
Western States, so that Practical
Medicine and Surgery can be

taught at the bedside of the

P‘it_il?ﬂt’ the only place for this
study.

ard. Because the study of anatomy
can be prosecuted with more
advantages and at a cheaper rate
here than m any other city of
the United States.

4th. Because New Orleans is so healthy
during eight months in the year,
that students can remain in it
and study the different types of
diseases at different seasons.

5th. Because it is a Commercial town,
and more surgical accidents occur
to seamen than to any other
class of mdividuals, and it is
consequently the best field for
the study of Surgery in the
Southwest. i
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6th. Because in consequence of its
great population, its Hospitals are
filled with patients, and

7th. Because as the undersigned pledge

themselves Students can get board
at $25.00 per month.

The undersigned feel assured that
these reasons will have their due weight
with the Public, and at the risk of being
charged with a little repetition will add
the following remarks:

A Home Institution has already been
too long wanted among us. The expense
attending the acquisition of knowledge
in schools at a distance from us has
heretofore closed the door of science
against the poor student and has caused
this part of the country to be overrun
with Quack Doctors, to the destruction
of human life. An institution like that we
are about to establish, which will bring
knowledge to our doors, impart nstruc-
tion at the cheapest possible rate, and
afford the opportunities of medical educa-
tion to all who may feel inclined to avail
themselves of them must lead to the
advancement of Science and the rational
treatment of disease by regular bred
Physicians, and cannot fail, in whatever
point of view it is considered, to obtam
the good wishes of every philanthropist
and friend of science. Besides, to the
student of Medicine i the Southwest
it will recommend itself by this un-
answerable reason for a preference over
any similar institution at a distance;
it will enable him to study diseases and
their treatment in the climate in which
he intends to practice, and will supply
him with that information which is
necessary to his successful practice, and
which he could not obtain except at
home.

The undersigned respectfully invite the
attention of the Students of Medicine in
the Southwest, to the above observations,
the confidence of success, announce, that

THE LECTURERS OF THE
MEDICAL COLLEGE OF LOUISIANA

will commence on the first Monday of

January, 1835, and will continue for

four months from that day.

Thomas Hunt, m.p. Professor of Anatomy
and Physiology

John Harrison, m.p. Adjunct.

Chas. A. Luzenberg, m.p. Professor of
the Principles and Practice of Surgery.

J. Monroe Mackie, M.p. Secretary. Pro-
fessor of the Theory and Practice of
Medicine.

Thomas R. Ingalls, sm.p. Professor of
Chemistry and Pharmacy.

Edwin B. Smith, m.p. Professor of Materia
Medica.

Augustus H. Cenas, ».p. Professor of
Obstetries and Diseases of Women and
Children.

Demonstrations in Practical Anatomy
will be given daily by the Adjunct Pro-
fessor of Anatomy and Physiology.

Chemical Lectures will be delivered
twice a week at the Charity Hospital.
The Hospital will be open every day
for the attendance of the Students.

Thomas Hunt, m.p.
Dean of the Faculty.
Sept. 29
New Orleans, September 25, 1834.

This unexpected announcement was
the cause of quite a furore in the
city. It was the principal topic of
conversation. It provoked acrimonious
discussions not only among members
of the medical profession, but among
the educated public as well. The
necessity for the modus procedend:
for the formation of the new school,
as well as the personality and the
qualifications of the members of the
faculty were the subjects of contro-
versies in the home, in the streets,
i the exchanges, in the coffee-houses,
and in the newspapers,

The announcement of the faculty
composed practically of English-speak-
ing physicians, a few of whom had
only recently arrived in the city,
incited the expression of acrimonious
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opinions. Communications from po-
l[emics appeared in the press. Un-
fortunately the identity of these letter

Fic. 1. Dr. Tuomas Husr.

writers 1s lost to us today, because
it was the custom of that time for
all letters from the public published
m the newspapers to be signed with a
non de plume. Strenuous objections
were voiced against the establishment
of the College without first procuring
the sanction of the Legislature or
the authorization of Congress. It was
also evident that the idea of *“self-
appointed professors™ was distasteful
to many members of the local pro-
fession. The wery youth of many
of the organizers of the College was
a subject of rancorous discussions. *®
The following communications
which appeared in the contemporary
newspapers are of the greatest histori-
cal mportance because they voiced
the strong opposition by many of
the physicians of this city to the
establishment of that institution. The

* Hunt, Harrison, Luzenberg, and Mackie
were then twenty-six vears old.

irst one of these documents was signe
first f these documents was signed

“An American Physician” and was
published in the French section of the

FiG. 2. Dr. Joun Harrisor

Bee of October 3, 1834. It read as
follows:

Yesterday whilst I was reading your
pazette, | noticed the announcement of
the establishment of a medical college
in New Orleans. I was delighted, because
I thought that Congress had legally
created a college, which would be so
useful to the city, and also, that Louisiana,
so happily situated for the study of
the diverse branches of the art of healing,
\Uﬂ'uid a L"q—‘_li & 4 regu lil.l‘ SCh UOI {’1‘0 m
which would emanate distinguished phy-
sicians, capable of mparting to our
profession its well deserved lustre, and
to those who prac‘tice their pmfessi(m, the
amount of consideration, of which they
are deprived of a large portion by the
numerous charlatans, who have shame-
fully arrogated to themselyes, to the great
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shame of our tribunals, the right to

practice medicine, either by the usurpa-
tion of titles that they at no time pos-

FiG. 3. Dr. Caarves A. LuzenseErg,

sessed, or by making a vile trade of the
noblest of professions.

I was greatly surprised to notice that
the college was organized without legal
authorization: In England, m Germany,
in France, and in fact in every civilized
country, a school of medicine cannot be
established without legal authority. The
professors are appointed only by the
Government or by an university. The
aspirant for a chair must be at least a
doctor of medicine in one of the principal
faculties of the country. If we acknowl-
edge that this is as it should be, and
recognize the fact that this concerns
the most difficult science m the world,
the one to restore health, the one which
is of the greatest interest to all citizens,
it is, therefore, of the utmost importance
that only the most learned prol'cssnrs
be chosen.

God is my witness, that 1t 1s not my
intention to even insinuate that the

honorable gentlemen who have signed

FiG. 4. Dr. Avcustus H. Cexas.

the prospectus are not i the above
mentioned category, but this is not alone
suflicient, because, no matter what may
be the extent of their education, they do
not have the right to appoint themselves
to these all important professorships!
These chairs should be allotted only after
a competitive examination conducted
before one of the leading faculties of the
Union, or to physicians who have already
graduated from one of these faculties,
or from one of the principal universities
of Europe. The professors should be at
least thirty years of age. These professor-
ships should demand as much experience
as knowledge. Do the signatories of the
prospectus combine all these essential
requisites, or even a majority of them?
Without a shadow of a doubt, ~o! How,
then, can they possibly teach in a Medical
Col |E‘_§C ?

| do not know to what extent liberty
may be stretched in the United States.
But I do not think that a medical school
may be legally organized in the manner
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proposed by our honorable confréres.
The future alone can determine this
question.

I do not know whether any invitations
were extended by the organizers of the
new college to a Creole or European born
physician who practices their profession
here, to join them in their enterprise.
If they have not done so, they should
have, and 1 am certain that the one to
whom an invitation should have been
extended, would have proved to the
signers of this prospectus that a medical
school should not be instituted ad libitum.

There is still much more to be said
on the subject, Mr. Editor, but as this
is only intended to be a communication
for your journal, space is necessarily
Jimited. With your kind permission, I
reserve to myself the privilege of writing
again if the occasion should present
itself.

(signed) An American Physician.*

The opinion of ““An American Phy-
sician”’ was evidently not shared by
the Editor of the French section
of the Bee for in the following issue,
he editorially commented that “those
who had the idea of founding here a
medical college have undisputed rights
to the gratitude of their fellow citizens
in general, and also especially to the
the esteem of men fully capable of
appreciating a similar benefaction.”
He further asserted that there was
not a country in the world where
greater precautions had to be taken
to conserve health, and that nowhere
else less attention was paid to that
serious problem. The public always
hesitated before calling in a physician.
And very frequently the disease had
progressed considerably before it was
decided to call in *“a man of the art.”

“What is the cause of the negli-
gence? Is it because physicians in
general do not mspire the necessary

* A literal translation,

confidence?” he queried, and “why do
they not inspire that confidence?
Is it because the public has so often
been duped by charlatans who do not
even have the necessary talents to be
bootblacks? The ethical doctors have
necessarily suffered from the ma-
neuvers of these scourges of the human
species.” He welcomed the advent of
the new college because it promised
a strong guarantee for the safeguard-
ing of health, and because of the
assurance that its students would
possess the indispensable knowledge
needed for the practice of their art.
The cudgel was taken up in defense
of the new college by a correspondent
who signed himself “Humanitas.”
He prefaced his remarks by stating
that he had neither the intention nor
the desire to precipitate a discussion
relative to the merits of the medical
college, but that he shared the opinion
of a majority of the citizens, the
greater number of whom were most
respectable, and enlightened, relative
to the advantages to be drived there-
from by the country. He stated that
the sole purpose of his communication
was to destroy by a simple recital
of the facts, the mmpression caused
by an article signed “An American
Physician.” He cited the fact that the
London College of Medicine was or-
ganized through the efforts of a single
individual, Dr. Thomas Linnoire, of
All Saints, at Oxford. That the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, the most
prominent institution in the United
States, well known by all American
physicians, originated from an asso-
ciation of a few enterprising doctors
of Philadelphia, for the purpose of
delivering lectures on the different
branches of medicine. Encouraged
by their success, they petitioned the
state legislature to incorporate their
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mstitution. Their request was not only
granted but funds were allotted to
continue their good work. He made
the prediction that the college of medi-
cine of Louisiana would not only follow
the same footsteps, but would be
crowned with the same success. He
announced that the state legislature
would be appealed to, at its next
session, for the grant of a charter and
for sufficient funds to accomplish the
desired purpose, and he felt certain
that many persons in the state would
lend their aid.

He asserted that the offer of a
professorship was made to one of the
most distinguished French physicians
of New Orleans, which he declined
after mature deliberation, because
he did not feel that he was sufliciently
conversant with the English language.

“An American Physician’ retorted,
this time in the English language, in
the Bee of October 10. His letter reads
thus:

Mr. Editor: I have read in the Louisi-
ana Advertiser® a communication sup-
posed to originate from a member of
the future medical college, in which the
author complains of the “virulent attacks
from many quarters aimed at that institu-
tion. He assumes that these attacks ought
to be ascribed to interested motives,
but I am far from attributing to the
writers these selfish and despicable views.
Instead of apprehending any danger
for the imnstitution, | really believe that
all persons possessing but a moderate
share of common sense, and particularly
those of the profession, will on the con-
trary be highly gratified at the establish-
ment of such a school, if it afforded
all the requisites indispensable to at-
tain the object contemplated by its
establishment.

#* Unfortunately this issue of the Lowisiana
Advertiser is not available.

Now I will answer more in point, to
what concerns me in the above article.
I am not a French lawyer, as says the
author, but really what is purported
by my signature, which I will show if
necessary,—and that 1 have at least the
same right to assume the titles of physi-
cian as any of the professors of the
embryo faculty.

He sneers at me because I pretend that
a medical college should only be estab-
lished by an Act of Congress. I am very
far from denying to Congress the right
of passing such a law, since I am of the
opinion that a faculty of medicine,
instead of a local, is of a general interest,
and that it never was contemplated
by the writers of the prospectus that
their students, on leaving the institution,
should be allowed to practice only within
the limits of Louisiana, which, however,
must be the necessary consequence of a
law passed by the Legislature, and if this
ever happens that body might be expected
to take the utmost care that the professors
should give proof of their capacity, before
being allowed the right, if I am allowed
to use the expression, to dispose of the
lives of their fellow citizens.

2nd: My opponent who has a turn
for jesting, pretends that it is my opinion
that the professors should be gray headed.
I really was so ignorant as not to know
that many persons have gray beards at
thirty. If such a notion is entertained
and professed by the future faculty,
I will certainly go and listen to the reasons
alleged in demonstration of it; but
seriously speaking, T contend that in
general it should be much more desirable
that men with gray beards in preference
to beardless youths, should teach the
difficult art of curing diseases, an art
that the great Hypocrates maintained
should be studied through life, however
long it might be.

In conclusion the author of the article
pretends that I blame the faculty for
not having invited some French physi-
cians to aid in the formation of the
Institution.
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The gentleman must be almost utterly
unacquainted with the French language,
in thus construing my expressions for
there is not the least mention made of
French physicians. By Europeans I mean
English, German, French, Spanish, Italian
ph_‘) sicians, a great number of whom can
write and speak correctly the English
language.

I did say the Creole or European
physician, and add that had the founders
of the college proposed it to them, they
would have oppmed it on the ground
that such an institution cannot be self
erected, at the will of the proposers;
which as far as I can see, has no other
meaning than that the Creole or European
physicians could not with any excuse
have co-operated in the execution of the
project.

I do repeat it; no man of sense will
ever oppose an institution so evidently
calculated for the public benefit-—as a
medical college established m New Or-
leans, as it is alleged by my opponents,
who affect to shift their ground to this
new question;—but without intending to
hurt the feelings of any man, I think
the professors of such a college should
not be self appointed to such high func-
tions, which to be successfully performed,
must stand the test of public scrutiny,
or otherwise have afforded proof of great
medical and chirurgical requirements suf-
ficient to entitle them to the honour of
professorship.

I consider them highly competent,
but should they continue still to doubt,
I cannot but think that they should be
much gratified at finding a fitting oppor-
tunity to display their knowledge before
the public eye. Thus they will avoid any
suspicion that in establishing a medical
school, they have been more influenced
by their interest and a desire to accumu-
late flthy lucre, than by a due regard
to their talents or their love of humanity.

The Legislature should not grant them
a charter or give them money unless
satisfied as to their attainment.

An impartial public I think will readily

observe that 1 do not write under the
influence of bad feeling. On the contrary
[ entertain a great esteem for the writers
of the prospectus; with most of them 1
am personally acquainted. My only object
was to give publicity to my views, which
I believe are based upon the honour
of the profession.

If, as it is pretended, a distinguished
French physician has refused to associate
himself with the future faculty, this
refusal corroborates what I have advanced
on the subject I have treated. It confirms
what I have said that no physician of
whatever origin he may be, comprehend-
ing that he owes to his profession, will
ever consent to support an institution
which may be regarded as illegal, not-
withstanding the respectability of those
who have given it unauthorisedly a local
habitation and a name.

(signed) An American Physician.

That communication, evidently
written by a physician of foreign
birth, provoked the following diatribe
from the pen presumedly of one of the
organizers of the new college, which
appeared in the Bee, October 13, 1834:

MUGITUS LABYRINTHI

Mr. Editor:

Having observed i your last paper
an essay signed “ An American Physician™
endorsed to advance objections to the
establishment of the “Medical College
of Louisiana’ under its organization;
we have thought it proper to write a
few words in reply to that communica-
tion, with a view to elucidate the subject,
and expose the errors under which the
writer of that article laboured.

The gentleman commences his remarks
by disclaiming the influence of any
mvidious motives, and strenuously assert-
mmg the right and title to the appelation
of Doctor—In this respect he needs no
one to blow his trumpet—He then goes
on to make some wise and current remarks
respecting the appointment of a college



Annals of Medical History 9

by the Congress of the United States.
Is the “American Doctor” so ignorant
of the laws of his country, as not to be
aware that Congress has no right to
interfere in such matters. . . . His asser-
tions, if we understand his phrase aright,
that the Legislature cannot mcorporate
a college, the diplomas of which will
be legal except in Louisiana, is so marked
an absurdity, as not to need a moment’s
notice. If this be true, there is no school
in the Union capable of sending forth
physicians legally qualified to practice
the profession, anywhere except within
the limits of their own States.

With respect to the fact of his being,
as he terms himself, an American we have
strong doubts, for we do not conceive
it possible, for an American professional
man, to manifest so profound an igno-
rance of English Grammar as this writer
has done; his sentences are many of them
obscure and in fact incomprehensible to
our understanding, and we are mclined
to consider his signature as altogether
usurped and soi-disant.

Indeed it appears quite plain to us, that
this gentleman is pretty much in the
situation of a “mus in pice”; he has
commenced making his remarks on a
subject of which he is evidently totally
uninformed, and is deficientof a “quantum
sufficit” of sense to retract from the
disagreeable dilemma, with credit or
satisfaction to himself. We shrewdly
suspect that if an anatomical investiga-
tion was made, the existence of a perfect
vacuum would be discovered in one place
hesides the Torricellian tube, namely
in the interior of the gentleman’s cranium.

Our author seems mclined to view all
the faculty in the light of boys,—perhaps
as he is himself advanced in years; if
this be the case, there is a little excuse
for his nonsensical garrulity, but we
would advise him for the future to confine
his paltry attacks to those more equal to
himself in information and acquirements.
We think his style and language would
better suit the ““ignobile vulgus™ then
enlightened minds.

Notwithstanding his assertions to the
contrary, we are disposed to believe that
he considers himself one of the adept,
and is abusing the present faculty for not
possessing sufficient penetration to dis-
cover his merits and offer him a
professorship.

“Invidia, siculi non mvenere tyrani
tormentum magus.”

(signed) Marcurius.*

With this last communication this
campaign of vituperation between the
French and English speaking physi-
cians closed. Although the new college
was still a subject of controversial
discussions, the plan of attack was
changed. The editorials and com-
munications in the daily press were
more constructive in tone, and a
strong effort was made to have the
lectures delivered in the French and
English languages.

The establishment of a new college
was accepted as a fait accompli. The
curriculum proposed by the youthful
founders of the medical college of
Louistana was discussed, criticized,
scrutinized, investigated and dissected
whenever and wherever doctors met.
Prophesies were made as to the possi-
bility of 1ts success. The younger
members of the profession, carried
away by their undaunted enthusiasn,
glorified its founders and predicted
for it a brilliant future. The more
matured and gray headed practitioners
shook their heads, and although they
acknowledged the necessity for such
an institution, they voiced the opinion
that there would not be a suflicient
number of students, from the stand-
point of education, qualified for the
study of medicine. They ambitioned a
college which would cast honor on the
State of Louisiana, one which would

* [t may be surmised that this communica-
tion was written by Doctor Luzenberg.
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graduate physicians the equal in learn-
mg, distinction and culture to those
of the greatest centers of medical lore
in the old country. They prayed for a
high standard of medical education,
and offered suggestions which, from
their experience, they felt would prove
most advantageous to the students of
medrcine.

The following anonymous letter
appearing, in the Bee, October 18, 1834,
written in French by a proponent of
a higher standard of medical educa-
tion 1s interesting. It reads in part:

Although a subject of a great deal of
acrimonious discussion, the school of
medicine about to be established offers
great advantages. To this day no one
has as vet proposed a solution for the
difficulty. I will try to [ift the veil which
obscures the obstacles in its path. If I
am successful in accomplishing this I
will muster enough courage to detail a
plan of medical instruction.

The first issue he discussed was: Should
the lectures be delivered m the French
or English language, or should they
be given in both. He thought the latter
plan was feasible, but he doubted that
the proposed professors could speak
French, and that even if they were
able to do so, that they could conduct
their courses of lectures in that idiom.
He conceded for the sake of argu-
ment, that the Americans did not wish
to compel the Creoles to study medi-
cine only in the English language, but
admitted that the Creoles would much
prefer to receive their instruction in
the French. He asserted that there was
not a language in which more science
and medicine were written than the
French language. He continued:

The American Physicians who have
appointed themselves to the School of

Medicine of Louisiana appear to be
actuated by philanthropic sentiments,
and the French doctors who practice
their art here, doubtless, have the same
sentiments. If such be the case, they
should teach without an honorarium.
Then the professors would not be a
burden on the Government. The number
of classes could be doubled, and there
would then be two professors for each
branch, one of whom would teach in
French, and the other in English.

But I do not think that a French physi-
cian would accept a chair if he had to
teach according to the scheme proposed
in the prospectus. Although the teaching
stall would necessarily be divided, the
school could be directed by one dean and
housed in the same domicile. Separate
days could be designated for the courses
given i the French and the English
language.

He then discussed the status of
primary education, and the necessity
of a proper foundation for the study
of medicine, The colleges established
in New Orleans up to that time, he
said, did not teach philosophy, and
but few of the humanities. He dwelt
upon the necessity of founding a
college in which the classics and
philosophy would be mcluded in the
curriculum. He also proposed that this
college should be under the direction
of the rector of the University.

He submitted a plan of medical
education which was far in advance of
the requirements of the colleges of the
time in this country. He suggested a
course of four years, the first of which
would be pre-medical. The course was
to be opened only to students who
had studied the classics, and who were
prepared for the study of philosophy.
The third year Latin was to be
reviewed, and philosophy was to be
taught i the French language. The
medical course for that term was to
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be limited to anatomy, physiology,
chemistry, hygiene and medical phys-
ics. At the end of the first term, the
students should pass a public examina-
tion and ‘““‘those whose merits and
application deserved the confidence
of their professors would be entrusted
with the teaching of the new stu-
dents.” By following this plan, the
number of professors for the second
yvear term would be augmented.
During the second year, internal path-
ology, botany, operative medicine,
and even phdllnd{.}_’ could be taught.
During the third year special atten-
tion would be given to operative
medicine, external and internal clinics,
external and internal pathology. The
fourth or graduating year should
comprise internal clinics, medical his-
tory, internal pathology, medical juris-
prudence, clinics and obstetries. There
should be a summer and a winter term.

He ended his communication with
the statement: “Here is a course of
medicine, I hope some day will be
given to Creole students in the Medi-
cal College of Louisiana.”

It is needless to say that such an
idealistic plan of medical education
fell on deaf ears. It was far beyond the
times.

The editor of the French section of
the Bee on October 21, 1834, deplored
the fact that there was not in the city
and its vicinity a college capable of
oiving a course of instruction befitting
a student of medicine. He claimed

“that was the greatest obstacle to the
promotion of the new medical school;
because before commencing the study
of medicine, a student should employ
a portion of his youth in preparatory
courses, so that he will be thereby
better able to understand that intri-
cate science.” He stressed the im-
portance of having in this city an

mstitution where students may be
properly prepared for the study of
medicine. He deplored the fact that
such a school did not exist in the
mmmediate south, and that, of neces-
sity, the new school of medicine must
draw 1ts students from the northern
states and from Europe. He appealed
to the legislature of the State to assist
in the promotion of the two colleges.
He suggested that the college of St.
James (Jefferson College) and the
mstitution of Mr. Bellanger in New
Orleans could, if they would procure
special professors, offer a pre-medical
course. He ended his editorial with
the following admonition:

The Medical College can give its
course, it 1s their undisputable right.
But what guarantee have we that the
professors have the necessary qualifica-
tions if they are not legally instituted?
And besides how do we know that the
young men who take their course are
fully able to understand them? It is
then absolutely necessary, that the legisla-
ture must recognize officially the teachers,
and that all students seeking admission
to the medical school must pass a public
examination. Such a serious undertaking
demands the taking of all necessary
precautions.

The announcement of the establish-
ment of a medical college in New
Orleans was hailed with delight in the
surrounding country. The following
editorial in the contemporary issue
of the St. Francisville Phoenix voiced
the heartfelt approval generally ex-
pressed by the press of the other
parishes of the State:

It will be perceived by reference to
the prospectus published in our columns
to-day, that a part of the enterprising
physicians of New Orleans have put in




































































































































